
 

Introducing United States Land Records 
 

Why Use Land Records? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

History and Land 

State Land States and Federal Land States 

State Land States



  
 

Federal Land States 

First Sales versus Local Sales 

First Sales 

 Patent

 Grant

 Warrant

 Survey

 Plat

 Tract

Local Sales 

 Deed

 Grantor

 Grantee

 Dower Release



  
 

Survey Systems 

Metes and Bounds 

Federal Land Survey 

Other Survey Systems 

Information Found in Local Land Records 
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Finding Local Land Records 

Deed Indexes: 

Search Strategies: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy

Land and Property Research in the United States

The Source: A Guidebook to American 
Genealogy.


